Component 4/Unit 1 
Exercises with Expected Outcomes
1. Select an early computer such as the ENIAC or Univac and compare it to a typical personal computer today.  Be sure to address input and output devices, speed, size, cost and functionality.

Expected Outcomes: Become more familiar with a historical computer.  Reinforce computer terminology and computer components.
Objective(s): c, e
Lecture(s): 4, 5
2. Find as many examples of embedded computers as you can.  Did you know there were computers in these objects/devices?  Were you surprised by any of your examples?

Expected Outcomes: Become more aware of the presence of computers in everyday things.  Broaden idea of computers beyond desktop, laptop, etc.

Objective(s): b
Lecture(s): 1

3. Look online or in newspaper ads for computers for sale.  With a budget of $1,000, what kind of desktop can you buy?  (Be sure to list specs for the processor, memory, storage, and monitor.)  What kind of laptop?  What if your budget increased to $2,000?  How would your system differ if you were a small business user versus a video gaming user?

Expected Outcome: Reinforce computer terminology and computer components. Gain experience researching different computer systems for purchase.  Consider different needs for selecting a computer.
Objective(s): b, c, d
Lecture(s): 2, 3

4. Research the development of the VistA EMR over the years.  When was it first developed?  What was it called?  What features were added over the years?  How did its development coincide with other important developments in computer technology?
Expected Outcome: Become familiar with the history of an EMR.  Place the development of VistA within the context of technology development.

Objective(s): e
Lecture(s): 5
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